
 
 

MINUTES  
 

JOINT MEETING 
ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS (AOD) ADVISORY BOARD / MARIN MENTAL HEALTH BOARD Monday 

September 12, 2016 
6:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M 

Conference Room – Point Reyes  
20 North San Pedro, San Rafael, CA 

 

6:30 p.m. CALL TO ORDER 
Quorum (No) – MHB (5 members): Chris Holbrook, Sandra Fawn, Maya Gladstern, 

Rashi Abramson, Supervisor Katie Rice. 
Quorum (Yes) – AODB (6 members): Chris Holbrook, Christine Lam, Dr. Jean Hayes, 

Mark Dale, Britt Doyle, John Riley. 
Staff (3 members): Taffy Lavie, DJ Pearce, Dr. Suzanne Tavano. 
Guests (4 members): Officer Andrew Barclay, Patricia Caroline, Corey Dodge, Maite 

Duran. 
Absences (2 members): Aida-Cecilia Castro Garcia (MHB), Everett Brandon (MHB). 

6:35 p.m. REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  

 AODB Minutes approved 

 MHB Minutes not approved. Quorum not present. 

6:37 p.m. OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC COMMENT – No comments 

6:38 p.m. Presentation on Golden Gate Bridge Suicide.  

 Primary guest: Officer Andrew Barclay-Public Information Officer/CHP (Marin) 
o Shared work experience of a specific GGB suicide intervention. 
o Passed around a handout and commented on the shifting demographics 

of overall suicides, successful interventions, and age groups. 
o Question and answer session followed. 

7:30 p.m. Community Behavioral Health and Recovery Services Report 

 Dr. Suzanne Tavano 
o Received grant to remodel PES to improve safety for clients and staff. 

Estimated timetable to completion is 18 months. 
o Starting 3-year community planning process for Mental Health Services 

Act. Spending a great amount of time in empowering local communities to 
participate. 

 DJ Pierce 
o Federal government will begin reimbursing an expanded level of county 

AOD services.  
o Fostering strong communication with contract providers in preparation to 

begin services. 
o Hired two new staff members: David Escobar, who will assume an already 

established Justice Coordinator position. Scott Awry, responsible for 
supervising a co-occurring disorder department. 

o A new independent contractor has been hired for Adult and Aging 
Services. 

o Slight amount of money has been taken from adult services and moved to 
adolescent services to increase partial hospitalization and residential 
treatment with Sunny Hills Services. Expanded services will probably take 
effect in December 2016 or January 2017.  

o On schedule with the tentative completion of the new detox center. 
o Adult and Youth Alliance event at MCOE on August 30 th. 160 people in 

attendance. Marijuana use was a hot topic. 50/50 attendance split 
between youth and adults.  

7:50 p.m AOD New business: 

 Legislative Update by Maite Duran – Alcohol Justice 
o AB1322: Dry Bar Bill. At governor’s desk. He has until the end of month to 

sign or reject. A.J. Youth Group went to protest bill in Downtown San 



Rafael and spoke with community members. 
o SB 683: UC Davis wants to bottle their own wine. A.J. looking to oppose 

this bill. 

 VOTE: AB1322: Resolution & Letter to BOS – Maite Duran 

o Presented the resolution. Went to vote. AOD Board: 6 ayes. 0 nays. 0 
abstentions. 

7:55 p.m. MHB New business: 

 Site visits – Rashi A. 
o Visited Sunny Hills Services at 615 B Street with Everett Brandon. 

Organization has Full-Service Partnerships and Drop-in Center and 
appears to operate at full capacity.  

8:01 p.m. COMMITTEE LIAISONS 

 RxSafe Marin – Mark Dale 
o Rough summer. 5 or 6 young males lost to straight drug-related deaths. 
o September Marin Magazine Issue has an informative article titled 

“Dangerous Game”. 
o On September 22 the DEA will be returning for drug-diversion training. 

Class is almost at capacity at 40 people. 
o On December 9 RxSafe will host its annual community event at the Marin 

County Office of Education. 
o Counterfeit medication is floating around the state of CA and tremendous 

damage can occur from just a single pill. 
o Commented on the organization Compassionate Friends of Marin 

composed of individuals who have lost family members. 
o Comprehensive plan being finalized for the distribution of Narcan to 

County organizations that provide youth services. 
o Next DEA drug take-back day is October 22nd. 

8:17 p.m. MEMBER ITEMS FOR UPDATES AND FUTURE AGENDAS  

 Recovery Month 
o DJ Pearce: Would like the County to host a formal event in September 

celebrating those in recovery. 

Action 8:30 p.m. ADJOURN  

          AOD                    
Next Meeting Dates 

AOD Executive Committee meeting – Sept 26, 2016 
AOD – 6:30 pm-8:30pm, Oct. 3, 2016 
20 North San Pedro Road, Point Reyes Conference Room, San Rafael, CA 94903 

          MHB                  
Next Meeting Dates 

MHB Executive Committee meeting – Sept 27, 2016 
MHB – 6:00 pm-8:00pm, Oct. 11, 2016 
20 North San Pedro Road, Point Reyes Conference Room, San Rafael, CA 94903 

 
All public meetings and events sponsored or conducted by the County of Marin are held in accessible sites. 
Requests for accommodations may be made by calling (415) 473-3020 (Voice)/(415) 473-3232 (TTY) or by 
email at disabilityaccess@co.marin.ca.us at least four work days in advance of the event. Copies of documents 
are available in alternative formats, upon written request. Late agenda material can be viewed in the office of 
Community Mental Health Services, between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm. Community Mental Health 
Services office is located at 20 N. San Pedro Road, Suite 2021, San Rafael, CA, 94901. 
Thank you for your interest and participation in the workings of the Marin Mental Health Board.  If you would 
like more information or would like to speak with a member of the Board, please contact:  Shae Cross, at 415-
473-3020 


