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   COMMITTEE: EXECUTIVE  

 
MAY 27, 2025 

 
LOCATION: 10 NSP, CONFERENCE RM 1018 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: ☒ Kristi Denton Cohen, Chair     ☒ Gene Ng, Vice-Chair     ☒ Suzanne Sadowsky, Secretary  

☒ Sylvia Barry, Housing and Transportation Chair   ☒ Rhea Brown, Health and Nutrition Chair  

☒ Diana López, Legislative Advocacy Chair   ☒ Peter Rubens, Planning & Communications Chair  ☒ Lee Notowich, Ex Officio  

COA APPOINTEES NOT ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Barry Phegan, Kay Winer 
PUBLIC:  
STAFF: Jenay Cottrell, Gary Lara, Camille Jolly 

EXCUSED: 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCE:  

RECORDER: Gary Lara 

Next Meeting: Monday, June 23, 2025, 10 NSP, conference room 1018 - In-Person Only  
 

MINUTES SUMMARY 
 
ACTION 
TAKEN/RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

Call to Order 
 

• Chair Denton Cohen called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m.    
 
Agenda 
 

• The agenda of May 27, 2025 was approved as written.  
 
Minutes 
 

• The minutes of April 28, 2025 were approved as written.   
 

Open Time for Public Expression  
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• None.   
 
Announcements 
 

• Commissioner Notowich and Commissioner Ng made announcements.     
 

Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary Reports  
 
Chair Denton Cohen gave the following reports.  
 

• Chair Denton Cohen announced Commissioner Pranav Bhanushali will be stepping down as the 
commission representative for the City of Novato when his term ends on June 30.   

 
Vice Chair Ng reported the following.  
 

• Discussed June 9 General meeting presentation on the special concerns of women in Marin. 
 
Secretary Sadowsky reported.  
 

• No report.     
 
Aging and Adult Services Report – Jenay Cottrell 

 

• Discussed the theme for World Elder Abuse Month, June 2025 “Flip the Script on Aging.”  

• Congratulated Commission on success of the May 20 forum. 

• The Board of Supervisors approved the Area Plan Fiscal Year Update 2025-2026 and it has 
been submitted to CDA for approval.   

• County of Marin has passed the budget for FY 2025-2026.   

• Discussed potential cuts to programs due to reduction at the federal level.  Advocacy materials 
were distributed to commissioners to call federal legislators.   

• CDA is seeking public input regarding its draft plan and invites everyone to participate in these 
public hearings.  Visit the State Plan webpage to view the draft State Plan and to submit your 
feedback. 

https://list-manage.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=885fd0fb81501c74e82ac45b1&id=408490e755&e=317663beeb
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• The Coffee Collaboration event is on Tuesday, June 10 at 9 a.m. at 20 NSP in the Point Reyes 
conference room.  This event is only for current members of the commission.  Since no 
business will be discussed, this event will not be noticed to the public.   
 

Camille Jolly reported the following. 
 

• The AAA will have a presentation during the Board of Supervisors meeting on Tuesday, June 
24, 2025 about AAS’ Elder Abuse Awareness Month campaign.  The Board will also consider 
adoption of a resolution on Elder Abuse Awareness.     

• AAA will have a presentation on the Elder Abuse Awareness campaign and Adult Protective 
Services during the June 9 General meeting.   

• The screening process has begun for the Office Assistant III applications.  Applicants passing a 
highly qualified review and an office skills test will be invited to interview.  

• HHS Communications will take a group photo of the commissioner at the July 14 retreat.  This 
year’s retreat will be held at the Marin Art and Garden Center in Ross.   

 
Gary Lara reported. 
 

• Tricia Smith will be filling a commission interim appointment through June 30, 2026 with the City 
of Sausalito due to the resignation of Ed Schultz. The Board of Supervisors is expected to ratify 
her appointment in June or July.  

 
May 20 Forum Debrief 
 

• Commissioners provided feedback on the highly successful and well attended May 20 forum. 
 

Discussion/Voting Items 
 

Ageism Resolution 
 

• Commissioner Ng discussed the next steps for the resolution on Ageism requested by the 
Equity and Inclusion committee.  Director Jenay Cottrell and Program Manager, Camille Jolly 
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will review and provide input.  The resolution will also need review by H&HS Public Health 
Officer Dr. Lisa Santora and H&HS Director Lisa Warhuus.     

 
Bylaws 
 
Commissioner Notowich reviewed the latest draft of the bylaws with the executive committee.  
Members reviewed each page of proposed changes.  The votes were as follows.   
 
Page 5 
 
Commissioner Brown made a motion to accept the proposed changes as modified.  
Commissioner Rubens seconded.   
 
AYES: Denton Cohen, Brown, López, Notowich, Rubens, Barry 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Sadowsky (left the meeting at 4 pm).  Commissioner Ng stepped out of the room to 
take a phone call and missed voting on this item.  
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Motion passed.   
 
Page 6 
 
Commissioner Brown made a motion to accept the proposed changes.  Commissioner Ng 
seconded.   
 
AYES: Denton Cohen, Brown, Notowich, Ng, Barry 
NOES: López 
ABSENT: Sadowsky (left the meeting at 4 pm).    
ABSTAIN: Rubens 
 
Motion passed.   
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Page 7 
 
Commissioner López made a motion to accept the proposed changes.  Commissioner Rubens 
seconded.   
 
AYES: Denton Cohen, Brown, López, Notowich, Ng, Rubens, Barry 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Sadowsky (left the meeting at 4 pm).    
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Motion passed.   
 
Page 8 
 
Commissioner Notowich made a motion to accept the proposed changes.  Commissioner Brown 
seconded.   
 
AYES: Denton Cohen, Brown, López, Notowich, Ng, Rubens, Barry 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Sadowsky (left the meeting at 4 pm).    
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Motion passed.   
 
Page 9 
 
Commissioner Rubens made a motion to accept the proposed changes as modified.  
Commissioner Brown seconded.   
 
AYES: Denton Cohen, Brown, Notowich, Ng, Rubens, Barry 
NOES: López 
ABSENT: Sadowsky (left the meeting at 4 pm).    
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ABSTAIN: None 
 
Motion passed.   
 
Page 10 
 
Commissioner Rubens made a motion to accept the proposed changes.  Commissioner Ng 
seconded.   
 
AYES: Denton Cohen, Brown, Notowich, Ng, Rubens, Barry 
NOES: López 
ABSENT: Sadowsky (left the meeting at 4 pm).    
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Motion passed.   
 
Page 11 
 
Commissioner Rubens made a motion to accept the proposed changes.  Commissioner 
Notowich seconded.   
 
AYES: Denton Cohen, Brown, Notowich, Ng, Rubens, Barry 
NOES: López 
ABSENT: Sadowsky (left the meeting at 4 pm).    
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Motion passed.   
 
Page 12 
 
Commissioner Rubens made a motion to accept the proposed changes.  Commissioner Ng 
seconded.   
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AYES: Denton Cohen, Brown, Notowich, Ng, Rubens, Barry 
NOES: López 
ABSENT: Sadowsky (left the meeting at 4 pm).    
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Motion passed.   

 
New Business – Agenda Items for the Next Meeting  
 

• The commission is holding a meet and greet on Wednesday, June 4, 2025 at the Club 
Restaurant Patio at McInnis Golf Center from 4 – 6 pm.     

 
Adjourn  
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:48 p.m.  The next meeting will take place in person on Monday, June 23, 
2025 in conference room 1018 at 3 p.m.   

 


