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HOUSING AND TRASNPORTATION COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 18, 2025 – 1:30 – 3 pm 
 

Minutes Summary 
 
RECORDER: Amy Dietz, Staff, Area Agency on Aging (AAA) 
 
LOCATION: 20 N San Pedro, Mt. Tam Room, San Rafael   
 
PRESENT:   

MEMBERS: ☒ Sylvia Barry, Chair     ☒ Larry Binkley     ☐ Allan Bortel     ☒ Rhea Brown    ☐  

Jane Gould ☒   Tricia Smith 

   
PUBLIC / OTHER: Kristi Denton Cohen (MCCOA), Kellen Dammann (Marin County 
Sustainability Team), Jon Gaffney (Golden Gate Transit), Gene Ng (MCCOA), Suzanne 
Sadowsky (MCCOA), Joanna Huitt (Marin Transit), Joseph Shumake (Home Match)  

 
EXCUSED: Bortel     ABSENT: None 
               
Call to Order and Roll Call: 
Chair Barry called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m.  
          
Approval of Agenda: 
Motion/Seconded/Carried (M/S/C) – Smith/Brown 4-0 

Approval of May 8, 2025 Minutes:  
M/S/C – Binkley/Smith/4-0 

Commissioner Announcements:  

• Senior Fair: 
o The MCCOA Senior Fair booth was great, and gratitude was expressed to 

Commissioner Clemmons. 
o Public concerns elicited included: food, housing, and health care.   
o The Resource Guide will be helpful in the future.  

 
Open Time for Public Expression: 

• Senior Fair: 
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o Joseph Shumake expressed that the Home Match booth engendered many productive 
conversations.  

o Jon Gaffney also said that the Senior Fair was well promoted and attended.  
 

Chair’s Report (Barry): 

• Is now a member of the Marin County Homeless Committee. 

• Novato is looking at building tiny houses. 

• Will share a video from the Firewise Committee.   

• Single family homes purchased after 2027 will not be able to install a Nitrogen Oxide (NOX) 
water heaters. In 2029, this will include furnaces.  

 
Aging and Adult Service Report:  
Amy Dietz, Sr. Program Coordinator, Aging and Adult Services – 

• The Senior Fair was successful and enjoyable. 
 

Housing Partner’s Reports:  
Joseph Shumake, Home Match: 

• Partnering with Land Trust at Mill Valley Arts Festival. 

• Run a PG & E and other rental subsidy programs. 
 
Kellen Dammann, Marin County Sustainability Team: 

• Gave a status update on the Efficiency and Sustainable Energy (EASE) Home Program 
(energy efficiency program for Bay Area homes). The program launched early August. There 
have been 72 site visits scheduled, 46 site visit completions and 7 projects completed.  

 
Transportation Partner’s Reports: 
Joanna Huitt, Marin Transit - Senior Mobility Planner Marin Transit:  

• The Marin-Sonoma Coordinated Transit Service Plan (MASCOTS) is a proposal to increase 
ridership and improve effectiveness of public transit services offered in the Highway 101 
corridor. There will be focus groups and public hearings; a final recommendation will be sent to 
their Board in Nov. for approval.  More info can be found at marintransit.org/mascots. 

• Working on updating marketing materials related to new shuttle schedules in West Marin to the 
West Marin Connector. Information can be found at: marintransit.org/westmarin.  

• Had a booth at the Senior Fair. Upcoming events and meetings can be found on their website. 

• The Marin Mobility Consortium will meet virtually on 10/8 and the Marin Paratransit 
Coordinating Council will meet on 10/20. More info can be found at: 
https://marintransit.org/advisory-committees.  

• Commissioner Sadowsky asked that Marin Transit give a presentation at SGVCC about 
upcoming changes.  

• Mobility Wallet (payment mechanism to distribute a subsidy to riders) will include Lyft, Uber, 
taxi providers, Marin Airporter, Vivalon, and others.  

 
Jon Gaffney, Golden Gate Transit – ADA Compliance and Program Manager:  

• None.  
Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) Citizen’s Oversight Committee and Paratransit 
Coordinating Council (PCC) Updates – Allan Bortel (CSL) or Jane Gould:  

https://www.bayren.org/ease-home
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmarintransit.org%2Fmascots&data=05%7C02%7CAmy.Dietz%40marincounty.gov%7Cc98751b69d1f4abf5aa808ddf7097634%7Cd272712e54ee458485b3934c194eeb6d%7C0%7C0%7C638938342217025227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=72QeAMe4zp%2Bf33ct6ah%2BGQpw7twtRkcrmJNzhrMThJs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmarintransit.org%2Fwestmarin&data=05%7C02%7CAmy.Dietz%40marincounty.gov%7Cc98751b69d1f4abf5aa808ddf7097634%7Cd272712e54ee458485b3934c194eeb6d%7C0%7C0%7C638938342217046430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uKWyNfgKK2DQtoyFPyL42L81F7nOLCMsqowiJiqmVHs%3D&reserved=0
https://marintransit.org/advisory-committees
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Jane Gould: 

• Safe Routes to School is looking at the viability of its program. There was an internal study 
about the effectiveness of TAM. 

Onward Transit Study by NIH: 

• Commissioner Smith reported on Onward Health’s transportation study, which gives free 
transportation to medical appointments, for those with regular appointments, within the Bay 
Area. The study is looking at whether door-through rides are more beneficial than door-to 
rides. 

• A flyer was distributed via paper and electronically. 

2025-2026 Committee Planning – Presentation Topics/ Projects Discussion: 

• There was conversation about the following possible topics: 

o Older adult homelessness and ways to avoid it before it happens (working group). 

▪ Behavioral Health Board representative, Don Cohen, doing outreach with 
homeless people.  

▪ What is currently being done to keep at-risk older people in their homes from 
becoming homeless? How to promote these programs? 

▪ Grand Jury report for background data,  
https://www.marincounty.gov/departments/grand-jury/civil-grand-jury-
reports/2023-2024-civil-grand-jury-reports/older-adults-brink-homelessness-time-
act-now 

▪ Needs to be looked at community by community. 

o Choices for Living has really grown into an excellent resource.  What are they and how 
to get those in more people’s hands?  

o CoHousing exists in Berkeley https://www.ebcoho.org/ and was attempted in Novato – 
What’s the status and what happened?  
https://www.novato.org/government/community-development/planning-
division/planning-projects/c-street-village 

o Tam House (cooperative living) Update: https://tamhouse.org 

o Marin Access Fare Assistance (MAFA) Mobility Wallet signed up for all who are eligible. 
How to outreach?   

o Marin Transit New Programs Presentation at the General Commission Meeting  

o Meeting at various locations? (Yes? No? If yes, frequency, location, outreach)  

▪ Need to design the presentation tailored to the community they are going out to.  

o Thoughts on New Resource Guide?  

• The committee decided to focus on project(s) related to the prevention of older adult 
homelessness. Specifically, how to partner with existing programs and identify programs that 
work.   

https://www.marincounty.gov/departments/grand-jury/civil-grand-jury-reports/2023-2024-civil-grand-jury-reports/older-adults-brink-homelessness-time-act-now
https://www.marincounty.gov/departments/grand-jury/civil-grand-jury-reports/2023-2024-civil-grand-jury-reports/older-adults-brink-homelessness-time-act-now
https://www.marincounty.gov/departments/grand-jury/civil-grand-jury-reports/2023-2024-civil-grand-jury-reports/older-adults-brink-homelessness-time-act-now
https://www.ebcoho.org/
https://www.novato.org/government/community-development/planning-division/planning-projects/c-street-village
https://www.novato.org/government/community-development/planning-division/planning-projects/c-street-village
https://tamhouse.org/
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New Business: 

• At next meeting, discuss findings of Marin Grand Jury report, “Older Adults on the Brink of 
Homelessness.”  

 
Announcements: 

• None 
 
Adjournment: 

• M/S/C – Brown/Smith/4-0 

Meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 


