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COMMISSION ON AGING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

Monday, September 29, 2025 - 3:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
 

Minutes Summary 
 
RECORDER: Gary Lara, Staff, Area Agency on Aging (AAA) 
 
LOCATION: 10 N. San Pedro Rd., Conference Room 1018 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 

☒ Kristi Denton Cohen, Chair 

☒ Kay Winer, Vice-Chair 

☒ Rhea Brown, Secretary  

☐ Sylvia Barry, Housing and Transportation Chair 

☐ Diana López, Planning, Communications and Legislative Advocacy Co Chair 

☒ Peter Rubens, Planning, Communications and Legislative Advocacy Co Chair  

☒ Gene Ng, Equity and Inclusion Chair  

☒ Lee Notowich, Ex Officio  

 
ABSENT: None 
 
EXCUSED: Diana López, Sylvia Barry 
 
COA APPOINTEES NOT ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Lauren Elkin 
 
PUBLIC: None 
 
Call to Order and Roll Call  
Chair Denton Cohen called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m.      

 
Approval of Agenda 
Motion/Seconded/Carried (M/S/C) – Brown/ Notowich/ 5-0 (Rubens not included) 

Approval of Minutes as Written 
M/S/C – Ng/ Brown/ 5-0 (Rubens not included) 
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Open Time for Public Expression on Matters not on the agenda:  
 

• Commissioner Elkin discussed Proposition 1 on the Board of Supervisors agenda for 
September 30, 2025.   
  

Announcements – Timely Committee Announcements: 
 

• Commissioner Brown attended the SGVCC congregate meal and encouraged other 
commissioners to attend.   

• Commissioner Brown noted the Health and Nutrition committee will focus on social isolation.  

• Commissioner Ng noted the Equity and Inclusion committee would like to present to the Board 
of Supervisors on the topic of ageism.     

 
Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary Reports:  
 
Chair Denton Cohen: 

• Reviewing strategic plans for the commission to engage with the public to have a stronger 
presence in the community.   

• Discussed commission budget.     

• Evaluating whether an annual forum is feasible this fiscal year given limited financial 
resources.     

• A third commissioner is needed to form a bylaws committee.  Commissioners Binkley and 
Winer are on the committee.  An announcement will be made at the next general meeting.     

 
Vice-Chair Winer:  

• Commissioner Winer discussed social isolation at her last book club meeting.   
 
Secretary Brown:  

• Commissioner Brown is looking forward to working with the new AAA office assistant on the 
commission calendar.   
        

Aging and Adult Services Report 
Director Jenay Cottrell 
 

• CDA has responded with changes it would like to see made to the AAA’s Area Plan Update 
submitted in May.  This is a standard process every year.  Staff is working to make all changes 
by Oct. 10.  The APU remains a draft until CDA reviews these changes and approves the final 
report.   
 

• Update on SB 1249, AKA California 2030:  This law will bring major reforms to AAAs, 
including a revised funding formula, new required services, and the ability for counties to 
designate or de-designate AAAs or to join with other counties to create new Program 
Service Areas to expand AAAs. The California Association of AAAs (C4A) continues to 
make recommendations to CDA around the specifics of these changes.  There will be 
opportunities for AAA advisory committees and the public to comment on the impacts of the 
change.  The AAA will ask the Commission to engage in public comment and advocacy to 
legislators when C4A’s has further developed its strategy. 
 

• Commission office assistant Sue Krenek will start on Wed., Oct. 1.  The AAA will introduce 
her at the Oct. 13 business meeting and review the type of work she will be doing and how to 
request assistance from her.  Camille and Jenay worked with the Commission officers to 

https://marin.granicus.com/player/clip/12765?view_id=33&meta_id=1400947&redirect=true
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develop a list of the type of duties she can do as well as a process for requesting assistance 
that will support Commission priorities.  
 

• Niccore Tyler, HHS Chief Strategy Officer, will introduce the new HHS Senior Analyst Sasha 
Gayle-Schneider and review their role at the Oct. 13 commission meeting. 
 

• Jenay and Jennifer Patton, HHS Assistant CFO, will present the AAA’s service provision 
budget at the Oct. 13 commission meeting. 
 

• Jenay will attend the California Welfare Director Association’s meeting in Santa Clara next 
focusing on APS and IHSS. 
 

• Camille will participate in the USAging Leadership Institute in Virginia the week of Oct. 20. 
 

• Four Commissions -- López, Denton Cohen, Brown and Barry -- watched the live broadcast 
of last week’s annual Brown Act training.  The Office of the County Executive and the Board 
of Supervisors encourage members of all County boards and commissions to 
participate.  Once the link to the recorded training is posted, the AAA will send it to the 
Commission.  
 

Program Manager Camille Jolly 
 

• Camille is off today.  No update.   
 
Discussion/Voting Items:  
 

A) Bylaws (committee descriptions and quorums) 
 

• Commissioner Winer discussed the administrative tasks involved with updating the committee 
descriptions in the commission bylaws.  A key point to consider is keeping the bylaws more 
general and avoiding specificity.  This will limit subsequent revisions when new changes are 
made.   
 

• Commissioner Elkin mentioned having a general number of committees noted in the bylaws 
without specific titles.   
 

• The next step will be to form a bylaws committee at the next general meeting.     
 

B) Report on committee focus areas (committee chairs) 
 

• Tabled.  To be discussed at the October general meeting.   
 

New Business Items for the Next Agenda  
 

• Presentations and topics for the general commission meetings for the remainder of the fiscal 
year.   
              

Adjournment: 4:36 p.m.   

M/S/C – Ng/Brown 6-0 
 

Next meeting date: Monday, October 27, 2025 


