
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Health Council of Marin 

Minutes of Regular Meeting: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 

Rooms 109/110 at 3240 Kerner Blvd., San Rafael, CA 

Zoom Option was available. 

 

Members Present:  Roberta Anthes (Chair), Connie Barker, Bobby Moske, Ginger Souders-
Mason, Jennifer Rienks, Pranav Bhanushali 

Members Absent: None 

Guests: Cicily Emerson (HHS), Julia Dorman (HHS), Loretta Rogers (HHS - Secretary) 
 
Members of the Public:   Cheryl Scheurer, Lura Jones 
 
Handouts: Agenda; Minutes of September 23, 2026, Health Council of Marin (HCM) 
meeting; applications from two applicants to membership on the HCM 

1. Call to Order: Roberta Anthes called the meeting to order at 6:14 pm.  
2. Roll Call: Roberta Anthes then called the roll.  
3. Approval of the Agenda - VOTE: Roberta Anthes asked members to review and 

approve the agenda.  The motion to approve the agenda was made by Roberta 
Anthes, seconded by Bobby Moske and passed unanimously. 

4. Approval of the Minutes of the September 23, 2025, Health Council of Marin 
Meeting – VOTE:  Roberta Anthes asked members to review and approve the 
minutes of the September 23, 2025, meeting.   The motion to approve the minutes 
was made by Roberta Anthes, seconded by Bobby Moske and passed unanimously.   

5. HCM Council Chair’s Report:   Roberta welcomed all attendees and applicants. 
She explained briefly the purpose of the HCM and what the Brown Act is.  She 
advised that all members should take Brown Act training.  Loretta Rogers will send a 
recording of the Brown Act training to all members.      

6. Health & Human Services Updates: Cicily Emerson gave a PowerPoint 
presentation which will be sent to the members after the meeting.   She introduced 
herself briefly and reported the following:   

1. She went over how at the federal level HR 1 will affect Medi-Cal.  She 
reviewed the changes and the timeline as to when these changes come into 
effect.  She noted that people will be able to enroll in Medi-Cal through the 
end of this year and should take advantage of this window.  Also, she stated 
that there are a lot of creative ways to fulfill the 20 hours per week work 
requirement for able adults; lots of workarounds are available.   

2. On the local level, all is going well with the 2025 Marin Community Health 
Assessment (CHA).  She provided a link to the full report.  She then reviewed 
the purposes of the CHA and the six identified health needs: (1) Housing and 
Homelessness (2) Access to Care (3) Mental and Behavioral Health, 
including Substance Use (4) Climate and Environment (5) Chronic Disease 
and Disability (6) Income and Employment.  The first challenge is the SNAP 
benefits which may end as of November 1, 2025, due to the shutdown.  It is 
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these benefits and so the EOC has been opened to address this issue.  The 
EOC will be working with partners to provide relief to affected residents.  The 
first effort will be to find out who gets the benefit and how they can be 
contacted.  This shutdown may affect WIC.  She passed out hard copies of 
the Community Health Assessment and briefly reviewed same. 

3. Julia Dorman reviewed the Respiratory Virus Surveillance Site Trends and 
Levels.  She asked HCM members to take the survey that will inform the new 
dashboard.  A link to the survey is in the PowerPoint presentation which will 
be forwarded to all HCM members after the meeting by Loretta Rogers. 

4. Cicily Emerson reported that there is an Assembly bill in process which 
allows pharmacies to give vaccines without a doctor’s prescription.   

5. Q&A:  Bobby Moske is worried that people do not know when to get the 
vaccine.  Cicily Emerson stated that there is a vaccine database that can be 
consulted.  Jennifer Rienks said she would like to know what non-profit 
organizations are involved with CalAIM.  There has been a lot of concern that 
people are not getting reimbursement for services provided.  Ginger 
Souders-Mason asked what “depth of despair” means and was provided with 
an explanation.   

7. Membership: Meeting and interview two candidates for HCM membership -     
1. Roberta Anthes described to the applicants the HCM goals, which are guided 

by the goals of the Department of Health & Human Services (HHS).  She 
pointed out that the Council is appointed by the Board of Supervisors (BOS) 
and acts as an advisory council to the Board.  The Council has no authority 
to make the BOS adopt the Council’s suggestions.  The Council makes a 
biennial report to the BOS.  This report lists accomplishments of the previous 
two-year period and goals for the next period.  The request for the biennial 
report will come out before the end of the year.  

2. Each member of the Council introduced himself/herself to the applicants. 
3. Each of the applicants, Cheryl Scheurer and Lura Jones, were interviewed, 

each being asked the same six questions.  The applicants left the meeting 
after their interviews.  Bobby Moske reported that he has questions not 
covered by the interview questions which he very much wanted to ask the 
applicants. He will bring this issue up at a future meeting for discussion.  
However, at this time all applicants were treated the same.   

4. After the interviews, there was general discussion regarding the applicants. 
There are three applicants for consumer slots but only two open positions. It 
was decided that the vote would be done via ballot.  Cicily Emerson and Julia 
Dorman prepared the ballots and distributed them to the members. The 
result of the voting was that Pranay Gupta and Lura Jones will be 
recommended to the Board of Supervisors for membership.  Their names will 
be submitted to the BOS by Cicily Emerson and Julia Dorman who will also 
inform the applicants of the results of the voting.   There was brief discussion 
of what the definition of provider is as some members wondered if one of the 
current consumer members could qualify as a provider. Cicily Emerson said 
that the Council could decide on this for the future but not look back on the 
past.  Currently, there are two open provider positions. 

5. Cicily recommended that the Council work on recruitment, particularly for 
providers.  This discussion can take place at the next meeting.  Bobby Moske 
said that he can help with this task.   

8. Member Updates: 
1. Ginger reported on the results of a study done by the Henry Ford Hospital in 

Detroit which indicated that vaccines given to newborns created a great 
increase in SIDS.  She showed a flyer which listed these increases i.e. 
62.7% of SIDS cases occur within 3 days of vaccination, 89.6f% within 7 
days and 97% within 10 days. She also reminded members of a new 
documentary which premiered on October 3rd, entitled “An Inconvenient 
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Study.  There is another movie out called “Inside mRNA Vaccines.”  It can be 
found at this link:  Premiere: Inside mRNA Vaccines 

2. Connie Barker reported that she has found the CalFresh card very valuable.  
It is an important program and as such should have multiple sources of 
funding.  Also, she recommended the Resurrection MCC sermon podcast at 
Resurrection MCC: Podcast 

9. Public Comment:   None. 

10. Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm. After brief discussion it was 

decided that the November meeting would not take place during Thanksgiving week but 

would be scheduled for the first Tuesday in December.  Therefore, the next meeting will 

be on Tuesday, December 2, 2025, at the Kerner Campus, at 3240 Kerner Blvd., San 

Rafael, CA   94901, beginning at 6:00 pm.   

  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aninconvenientstudy.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cloretta.rogers%40marincounty.gov%7C6be8ff3955764c9c411f08ddfb2f47af%7Cd272712e54ee458485b3934c194eeb6d%7C0%7C0%7C638942902670183087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y39VQ9DFUn981FUitVtxp5HfK59PZAN9ItBxKuYfkm0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aninconvenientstudy.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cloretta.rogers%40marincounty.gov%7C6be8ff3955764c9c411f08ddfb2f47af%7Cd272712e54ee458485b3934c194eeb6d%7C0%7C0%7C638942902670183087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y39VQ9DFUn981FUitVtxp5HfK59PZAN9ItBxKuYfkm0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZrJraN2nOQ
https://www.resurrectionmcc.org/Podcast/

